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The Board of Directors extends to everyone 
warm wishes for a safe and happy 
Holiday Season! 



HNC Past Presidents 



1927 - 1928 

Mr. C. D. Cook 

1928 - 1929 

Mr. H. C. Nunn 

1929 - 1930 

Mr. H. G. Arnott 

1930 - 1932 

Rev. Calvin McQuesten 

1932 - 1933 

Mr. J. H. Williams 

1933 - 1934 

Mr. H. C. Nunn 

1934 - 1936 

Mr. J. H. Williams 

1936 - 1937 

Mr. H. C. Nunn 

1938 

Mr. H. E. Kettle 

1939 - 1940 

Mr. J. H. Williams 

1941 - 1944 

Mr. R. D. F. Bourne 

1945 - 1946 

Mr. George W. North 

1947 - 1948 

Mr. Jack E. H. Martin 

1949 

Mr. E. W. Bastin 

1950 - 1952 

Mr. Robert O. Elstone 

1952 - 1954 

Mrs. Laurel North 

1954 - 1956 

Dr. J. Miller 

1956 - I960 

Mr. Robert 0. Elstone 

1960 - 1961 

Dr. Robert MacLaren 

1961 - 1964 

Mrs. Marion Shivas 

1964 - 1965 

Mr. Robert Westmore 

1965 - 1967 

Mr. John Miles 

1967 - 1968 

Mr. Robert Challis 

1968 - 1969 

Mr. John Miles 

1969 - 1971 

Dr. Edward Dinniwell 

1971 - 1974 

Dr. Chauncey Wood 

1974 - 1977 

Mrs. Marion Shivas 

1977 - 1978 

Mr. James Dowell 

1978 - 1980 

Mr. Robert Curry 

1980 - 1982 

Miss Hazel Broker 

1982 - 1984 

Mr. Norm Ralston 

1984 - 1986 

Mr. Bruce Duncan 

1986 - 1989 

Mr. Bruce MacKenzie 

1989 - 1990 

Mr. Bill Rcmdal 

1990 - 1992 

Mr. Doug McCallum 

1992 - 1994 

Mr. John Struger 




by Rob Dobos 

One of the longest standing 
traditions for the Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club will be taking place on Monday, 
December 26, Boxing Day - the 
Hamilton Christmas Bird Count. Our 
participation in this continent-wide 
event goes back 73 years to 1921. 

The Christmas Bird Count (CBC), 
which is sponsored by the National 


Hamilton Christmas Bird Count 

Audubon Society in the United States, ■ 
5 was started in 1900. Last year, there 1 

' were about 1450 CBCs undertaken i 

, across North America. The CBC has < 

: proven to be valuable in helping to 1 

assess trends in bird populations in i 
: North America. i 

Each count takes place during a j 
, two week period encompassing 
i Christmas and New Years Days. A 


CBC involves groups (or parties) of 
birders (or individuals) spending time 
in the field and counting the numbers 
of all species of birds encountered 
within a given area. The count area 
is consistent among CBCs, being a 
circle with a 7,5 mile radius. The 
Hamilton CBC has its centre at 
Dundurn Castle at York Blvd. and 
Dundum St. in Hamilton. 
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In 1993, there were about 80 
CBCs undertaken in Ontario. In 
terms of Ontario CBCs, Long Point 
perennially has the most species per 
count (except in 1993 -Kingston had 
113!). The Hamilton CBC ususally 
ranks up with the best in Ontario. 
The highest total species seen on our 
count is 100 in 1967. The highest 
number of individuals counted were 
106,453 in 1981. Hamilton has often 
had the distinction of having the 
highest number of European Starlings 
of any Canadian CBC. We 
occasionally have had interesting 
rarities on our count, including: 
Tufted Duck, Black Vulture, Great 
Gray Owl, Varied Thrush and Black¬ 
headed Grosbeak. Some out-of¬ 
season birds have also turned up, such 
as: Spotted Sandpiper, Swainson's 
Thrush, Black-and-white Warbler, 
Wilson's Warbler and Ovenbird, 
amongst others. 

The Hamilton CBC is currently 
compiled by Mark Jennings. Mark 
would be pleased to have past 
participants continue to count in their 
areas. He would also like to hear 
from any new participants to help 
increase coverage. An easy way for 
people to participate if they do not 
have time to go out in the field is to 
count the birds com jug to their 

Interesting birds can 

occur at urban feeders 

feeders in their yards. This would 
help to increase coverage in urban 
areas which are not usually covered 
well. Interesting birds can sometimes 
occur at urban feeders as well. If you 
are able to help in this way, or as a 
regular counter, please contact 


Mark Jennings 905-335-5210. There 
is a $5.00 fee for participants wishing 
for their name to be included in the 
publication of the count results in the 
Audubon Field Notes. & 

Rob Dobos is a long time member of 
the Club and ardent birder. He is a 
former editor of the Wood Duck 


Logging Threatens 
the Algoma Highlands 

By Jocelyn Neysmith 
Between the "Keep it Wild" 
campaign and the Old Growth forest 
Policy Advisory Committee Report, it 
would seem that Ontario s significant 
old growth forest ecosystems should 
be well protected ... Right? Wrong. 

Close on the heels of the threat of 
logging in the ancient red and white 
pine forests of Temagami (which, 
incidentally, have only been partially 
protected) comes a plan to log the 
Algoma Highlands, site of Ontario s 
largest stands of old-growth maple, 
yellow birch, jack pine and white pine 
trees. Lara Ellis, from the Wildlands 
League, and Mike Quinn, of the 
Canadian Parks and Wilderness 
Society, spoke to a gathering which I 
attended in Guelph recently about the 
plight of the Algoma Highlands. 

This area, at the ecotone, or 
transition zone, between the Great 
Lakes — St. Lawrence forest and 
boreal forest ecosystems, is a 1200 
square kilometre wilderness which is 
home to such species as lynx, pine 
marten, three-towed woodpecker and 
bald eagle, which require undisturbed 


landscapes to thrive. The area's 
forests and wetlands also support 
populations of the provincially 
significant wood turtle and smoky 
shrew, as well as wolves, black bear, 
moose, osprey, herons and sandhill 
cranes. The Algoma Highlands 
contain the headwaters of five major 
river systems, all of which provide 
pristine habitat for trout, otter and 
mink. 

Historically, the area has been 
used as a summer camp ground by 
First Nations tribes, and its scenic 
vistas have been immortalized in the 
works of the Group of Seven. 


Over next five years, 
logging will reduce 
Algoma Highlands 
majestic forests to 
clearcuts 


The Algoma Highlands are now 
threatened, first, with the construction 
of logging roads, one of which will 
bisect the protected Ranger North old 
growth forest. Over the next five 
years, the logging proposed for the 
area will reduce the heart of the 
Algoma Highlands' majestic, 
functional forests to clearcuts. The 
report on a study conducted by 
Geomatics Ltd. for the Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources stated 
that large areas in the Algoma 
Highlands should be protected from 
logging and road building, but the 
government is refusing to follow these 
recommendations. 

What Can You Do? 

The Wildlands League urges you 
to: 
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Write to the Premier (at the 
address below) and tell him that the 
Algoma Highlands must be 
protected. Use the information 
above to tell him why. 

Hon. Bob Rae 
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building 
Queen's Park Crescent 
Toronto, Ontario 
M7A 1A4 

Write to the Ministry of Natural 
Resources, Superior forest Products 
and St. Mary's Paper and ask them 
to withdraw their proposal to build 
new roads and destroy the 
wilderness. 

Mr. Ron Reffle 
Ministry of Natural Resources 
875 Queen Street East 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario 
P6A 5L5 

Mr. Eric Bukowicki and Mr. 
Mark Stevens 
c/o St. Mary's Paper 
75 Huron St. 

Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario 
P6A 5P4 

or more information or to volunteer 
to help with the effort to save The 
Algoma Highlands, please contact: 

Wildlands League 
160 Bloor St. E., 1335 
Toronto, Ontario 
M4W 1B9 
416-324-9760 
wildlands@web. ape. org 

Jocylen Neysmith is a member of the 
Club and wrote "The Citizens' Guide 
to the Protection of the Natural 
Areas of Hamilton-Wentworth "’. 


F. 0. N. Conference Update 

This May the Club hosted the 
1994 F.O.N. Annual Conference. The 
Conference was a resounding success 
not only in terms of the number of 
people attending, the quality of the 
speakers and the broad range of field 
trips available but also in a monetary 
way. The F.O.N. splits the proceeds 
obtained from the Conference with 
the host club and last month sent our 
Club $5500.00 as our share of the 
profits! 

The Board would like to thank 
the following Club members for their 
contribution towards making the 
Conference a success: 

Chairperson: 

Doug McCallum 
Executive Ass't: 

Peter Thoem 
Treasurer: 

Dr. David Stubbing 
Program & Lecturers: 

Bruce Duncan & Janet Smith 
Hikes, Field Trips: 

Rob Dobos 
Displays: 

Patricia Gilbert 
Meals: 

Maty McCallum 
Photo Salon: 

Mary Gilmour 
Program Brochure & 

Registration: 

Karen Pettit 
Publicity: 

Paul Charlebois 
Volunteers: 

Dam Boyter 
Doris Rundle 



Baillie Birdathon Report 

The following is part of a letter to 
John Struger from Michael 
Bradstreet, Executive Director of the 
Long Point Bird Observatory, 
detailing the HNC.’s participation in 
this years Baillie Birdathon. 

As of 15 September, your 
organization has raised $4508.11 in 
the 1994 Baillie Birdathon. Of this 
amount, $1278,65 is being returned to 
you as your organization's share of 
the proceeds, I enclose a cheque for 
this amount. Please express my 
thanks to Betty Blashill, Michael 
Clark, Keith Dieroff, Rob Dobos, 
Kyle Elliott, Lois Evans, Brian L. 
Gibson, Dean A. Gugler, Ursula 
Kolster, Ivars Kops, George Naylor, 
Aldene Strand, Mike Street, Ronald 
B. Valentine, Margaret Walton and 
Bob Westmore, who birded for your 
group and raised this money for our 
mutual benefit. 
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The Baillie Birdathon is the 
national volunteer fund-raising project 
of the Long Point Bird Observatory 
(LPBO) and participating conservation 
clubs. Under the projects's 
stipulations, proceeds are split three 
ways: your club receives part of the 
proceeds, as do LPBO and the James 
L. Baillie Memorial Fund. The 
amount of money your club receives 
increases with the gross amount raised 
above $3,000.00. LPBO covers all 
the administrative costs of the project. 

LPBO uses its net portion of the 
proceeds to fund its many programs 
monitoring Canada's bird populations. 
LPBO runs many projects, from 
monitoring migrants that pass through 
Long Point on the north shore of 
Lake Erie, to national and 
international volunteer-based surveys 
of loons and birds that visit feeders. 

The James L. Baillie Memorial 
Fund annually provides grants to 
worthy bird research and conservation 
projects across Canada. Each year, 
the amount awarded in grants is 
directly linked to the amount raised in 
Birdathon. In 1994, the Trustees of 
the fund awarded $39,100.00 in 26 
grants to projects across Canada. In 
addition, the Trustees provided a 
$1000.00 scholarship to a university 
student studying Canadian birds; this 
award is made in cooperation with the 
Society of Canadian Ornithologists ... 
We can all take great pride in 
supporting such worthy endeavours. 

* * * * * 

On behalf of all of us who care 
about wild birds and their habitats, 
thanks for being involved with 
Birdathon 1994. If additional 


contributions designated for your 
organization's benefit are received 
prior to 15 December, you will 
receive a second cheque late in 1994. 

Remember, the amount your club 
raises in Birdathon can grow! We, at 
LPBO, encourage your participants to 
set their goals even higher next year. 
Let's build on this year's success! 

Birdathon Leaders in 1994 
(As of 15 September) 

Top 10 Clubs 

1. Norfolk Field Naturalists, 

$8856 

2. Can, Nature Federation. CAN 

$7655 

3. Fed. of Ontario Naturalists, 

$5388 

4. Beaverhill Bird Observatory, AB 

$5131 

5. Ontario Field Ornithologists, 

$4520 

6. Hamilton Naturalists' Club, 

$4508 

7. Kitchener-Waterloo Field 

Naturalists, 

$3710 

8. Owen Sound Field Naturalists, 

$2907 

9. Thunder Bay Field Naturalists. 

$1964 

10. Richmond Hill Naturalists, 

$1903 



Top 5 Schools 

1. Walsh Public School, ON 

$3208 

2. T.L. Kennedy S.S. Environmental 

Club, ON 
$1300 

3. Halton Waldorf School, ON 

$1164 

4. McKay Nature Rangers, ON 

$ 850 

5. Durham Forest Environmental Ed. 

School, ON 
$ 331 

Birdathon set new standards in 1994. 
Nearly 500 participants raised over 
$140,000.00 for bird conservation and 
research. Sixty-six clubs and schools 
shared in the proceeds raised. The 
James L. Baillie Memorial Fund will 
receive more than $23,000.00 for re¬ 
distribution as bird study and 
preservation grants across Canada. 
Congratulations to everyone involved! 


Getting to Know the 
Board 

By Jean Stollard 
This month a new column begins 
which will be part of the Wood Duck 
on an intermittent basis depending on 
the space available. I hope this 
feature will allow Club members to 
get to know the Board of Directors 
and the duties involved in their 
particular area of responsibility. It 
seems only fair to begin with the 
Wood Duck. 

First, I would like to give you a 
little bit of my background. Birds 
and botany have always been of 
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interest to me and this year I've 
broadened that interest to include 
insects. Now I'm more inclined to 
study rather than dispatch them. I've 
been a member of the HNC for 20 
years although not a very active one 
except for helping to collate the 
Wood Duck. Since I've retired from 
nursing, I have more time to devote 
to studying nature and working for 
the Club. Three years ago I took 
over duplicating the Wood Duck and 
two years ago became editor. Editing 
the Wood Duck is challenging, fun 
and a constant learning experience. I 
thoroughly enjoy doing it. 

Responsibilities 

As Editor I have the following 
responsibilities: 

• the compilation, reproduction, 
issuance and mailing of the 
Wood Duck. The Wood 
Duck is produced monthly, 
September to May, inclusive 
and contains all pertinent 
Club announcements, reports 
of Club activities, educational 
articles, records, articles 
relating to conservation and 
the environment and other 
submissions from the Board 
and other Club members. 
Norm Ralston is head of the 
mailing committee that meets 
once a month at his home. 

• to maintain a permanent file 
of each year's issues of the 
Wood Duck and ensure that 
complete sets are turned over 
to the RBG Centre Library, 
the Reference Department of 
Hamilton Public Library, the 
Ontario Archives and the 
Book Deposit, National 


Library of Canada. 

• to receive and record all 
exchange publications of 
related societies, and after 
perusal, make these available 
for general distribution to 
Club members on' a 
loan/return basis. Norm and 
Mary Pomfret set up the 
publications table at each club 
meeting and after the 
publications have been duly 
circulated, turn them over to 
the RBG Centre library for 
storage. 

Submissions 

Submissions to the Wood Duck 
from any Club member are most 
welcome. The majority of articles are 
printed although it may take some 
time before a given article makes it 
into the Wood Duck. The following 
guidelines for submitting articles to 
the Wood Duck will, I hope, make it 
easier for those wishing to have their 
article published. 

The material submitted is edited 
for length, accuracy, clarity, syntax, 
spelling and grammar. Because of 
space restrictions, time-sensitive 
material is given priority over articles 
that do not require action on the part 
of members or that are of a solely 
educational nature. If I have to do 
major editing of your article, I will 
call you to discuss the changes 
needed. 

Articles should contain your name 
and phone number in the top left hand 
comer of the first page and, at the 
end of the article, a brief (2-3 lines) 
description of yourself e.g. how long 
a club member, area of expertise or 


special interest (if applicable). 
Typewritten articles, double spaced 
with one inch margins are 
appreciated, although hand written 
submissions are just as acceptable. If 
you are submitting articles on disk, 
please label the disk with your name 
and provide a hard copy, just in case 
my computer won't read the disk. 
Both 5.25 and 3.5 disks are 
acceptable as are most word 
processing programs. Please do not 
use page numbers on the hard copy 
because I may have to use those 
pages in the Wood Duck. I will 
return the disk to you either at the 
Club monthly meeting or by mail. 

The deadline for receipt of 
material is the monthly club meeting 
although I would prefer to receive it 
by the first of the month. Articles 
from other publications may be used 
without permission but credit lines 
must be included. Send submissions 
to: Jean Stollard, 4S7-7 Woodview 
Rd. Burlington ON L7N 2Z9. If 
you have any questions or comments, 
please call me at 905-634-3538. ® 


The Year of the Redpoll 

News from Project FeederWatch 

Folks who feed backyard birds 
were "seeing red" this past winter — 
Common Redpolls and Red-breasted 
Nuthatches, that is. 

Volunteer bird scientists enrolled 
in Project FeederWatch reported big 
increases in the "red" species 
compared to last winter, especially in 
the Northeast. 
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Project Feeder Watch is a long¬ 
term study of feeder birds in winter. 
This is the eighth straight winter that 
the project's "kitchen window 
scientists" have counted feeder birds, 
tracking changes in bird numbers 
across the continent. The project is a 
joint program of the Cornell 
Laboratory of Ornithology and 
Canada's Long Point Bird 
Observatory. 

The irruptions of 1993-94 were 
the largest in eight years. 

Common Redpolls 
staged their largest 
invasion in eight years 

FeederWatchers reported redpolls at 
28 percent of feeders continent-wide, 
up from 8 percent in the winter of 
1992-93. The Northeast saw the most 
spectacular invasion: redpolls visited 
48 percent of Feeder Watch sites, up 
from only 3 percent the winter before. 



FeederWatchers also reported higher- 
than-normal numbers of Hoary 
Redpolls, a species that ordinarily 
winters above the Arctic Circle. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch, the other 
"red" invader, was reported at 36 
percent of FeederWatch sites, up from 
29 percent in 1992-93. The north- 
central part of the continent saw a 
virtual explosion as these nuthatches 
visited 61 percent of all FeederWatch 
sites, up from 8 percent the previous 
year. 

One of the special strengths of 
Project FeederWatch is its ability to 
track dynamic changes in bird 
numbers. Other volunteer-based bird 
counts, such as the National Audubon 
Society's Christmas Bird Count, 
collect information over a very short 
period of time, providing a snapshot 
view of bird numbers and distribution. 

In contrast, FeederWatch Data 
provide a virtual video, mapping 
changes in bird numbers week-by¬ 
week over the course of the winter. 
The maps at left compare redpoll 
numbers at the beginning of the 
winter and at the height of the 
invasion. 

The majority of Project 
FeederWatch participants live in 
north-eastern states and provinces, but 
the project has observers in every 
U.S. state except Hawaii and every 
Canadian province, including the 
Yukon Territory. Together they have 
added 311,686 records to the 
ornithological database. 

Still there's so much more to 
learn. And some regions of North 
America are greatly under-represented 
in FeederWatch. If you feed birds in 


the Southwest or Gulf Coast 
states,your observations would be 
expecially valuable. Why not make 
your backyard an official Project 
FeederWatch research station this 
winter? 


Join 

Project FeederWatch 

When you join you'll receive a 
complete participant's packet and a 
free, colorful bird poster. Makes a 
great holiday gift! 

Name_ 

Address 


□ My $16 cheque is enclosed 

(payable to Project FeederWatch) 

□ Charge $16 to my 

□ VISA □ DISCOVER 

Card No.__ 

Signature_ 

Expiry date_ 

Send this form to: 

Project FeederWatch 
Long Point Bird Observatory 
P.O. Box 160 

Port Rowan, Ontario NOE 1M0 
For more information call: 

519-586-3531 


The following article is an excerpt 
from the introduction to The Citizens' 
Guide to the Protection of the 
Natural Areas of Hamilton- 
Wentworth, written by Joceyln 
Neysmith and published by The 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club and is 


Each dot represents redpoll sightings 
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available free at Club monthly 
meetings or by contacting the 
Conservation Director, Brian 
McHattie at 905-627-3499. 

"Health is the capacity of the land 
for self-renewal Conservation is our 
effort to understand and preserve 
this capacity." 

Aldo Leopold 

The importance of conservation... 

In this hectic world of ours, it is 
especially important to "take time to 
stop and smell the flowers". 
Unfortunately, if it is a meadow of 
wildflowers whose fragrance we 
speak of, we may have to travel some 
distance to do so. We are finally 
realizing the aesthetic, ecological and 
economic value of our natural areas; 
yet these same areas are increasingly 
under the threat of encroachment and 
degradation through development 
pressures, industrial activities, poorly 
planned urban sprawl and other less 
evident, yet incremental damaging 
impacts. 

Hamilton-Wentworth is fortunate 
to possess some lovely natural areas, 
including the Beverly Swamp, Cootes 
Paradise, the Dundas Valley and the 
Niagara Escarpment. Many of our 
more spectacular natural features are 
protected as public lands. However, 
protecting "islands of green" is a plan 
doomed to fail: isolated natural areas 
are subject to edge effects (the 
alteration of the natural vegetation 
fringe which borders the adjoining 
ecosystem — see Appendix 2 for 
definition) on all sides; any wild life 
population that is confined to one area 
is subject to inbreeding, therefore 
weakening the species; and 
individuals present in an isolated area 


face a drastically increased risk of 
elimination due to disease or habitat 
destruction (fire, plant blight) as they 
have no other source of food or 
shelter. 

We must begin developing a more 
sustainable conservation ideology. 
The preservation and recognition of 
the importance of "islands of green" 
represent crucial first steps in 
achieving conservation goals. In 
future, natural areas must become 
integral parts of neighbourhoods, 
towns and cities. Whether they be 
valuable wetlands, rare stands of old- 
growth forest or a simple meadow or 
valley, natural areas are all 
significant. We must try to move 
forward, to replace the "saving the 
best of the last” attitude with a goal 
of incorporating interconnected 
natural areas as vital parts of each and 
every community. Only through such 
a "continuous system" approach will 
human and non-human species be 
able to enjoy and benefit from natural 
areas for years to come. 

* * * * * 

The statistics show that... 

-16% of wetlands in Hamilton- 
Wentworth have been lost 
-80% of forests in Hamilton- 
Wentworth have been lost 
-90% of coldwater fisheries in 
Hamilton-Wentworth have been lost 
(Ministry of Natural Resources, 
Cambridge office, 1990-91 figures) 

This at first appears 
overwhelming and one might wonder 
how any wild life continues to exist 
in the Region. There is no doubt that 
we will never again see timber wolves 
and black bears in Hamilton- 


Wentworth. However, the regional 
landscape at present still supports a 
diverse wild life population - stopping 
loss of habitat now, beginning to 
rehabilitate what we have left and 
creating new habitat is crucial. This 
guide will help you protect your 
comer of Naturally Hamilton, in a 
way that ensures an improved quality 
of life for you, your children and wild 
life into the next millennium. 

***** 


Christmas is Coming !! 

Finish your Christmas 
shopping at the December 12 
Club meeting. We have 
available: 

Sweatshirts in sizes S, M, L, 
XL; grey and green $25.00 

The Herp Atlas $20.00 

The Naturel Areas Inventory 
Volume II $60.00 

Christmas Cards and 
Hasty Notes $7.00 

Club Pins $ 5.00 

Naturally Hamilton Free 

Citizen's Guide F r e 

The Christmas cards and hasty 
notes are being sold by Pat 
Burgon. She can be reached at 
905-648-6153. 

The other items can be obtained 
by calling Betty Blashill at 905- 
fToi - 


664-8796. 



MyFavourite 
Naturalist 
From: Santa 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, December 12, 7:00 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd, West 
Burlington 

75th Anniversary 
Program 

Wine & Cheese 
Past Presidents 
Greening Our Schools 

Lyn Hanna-Folkes 

As is the custom, please bring a plate 
of Christmas cookies and cakes to the 
December meeting. Thanks! 


Monday, January 9, 1995 8 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

Cuba Birding Adventure 

George Pond 


Monday, December 19, 7:30 p.m. 

Bird Study Group 

Location: RBG Nature Centre, 
Arboretum, 

Old Guelph Rd. 

Dundas 

This is an informal but interesting 
meeting featuring a discussion of recent 
bird sightings, an identification session 
and a workshop, film or set of slides 
about some aspect of birds. If you're a 
beginner birdwatcher, come out to learn 
more about birds. If you're an expert 
birder, come out to share your knowledge 
and enthusiasm. This month will feature: 
— Mike Cadman - Bird projects for 
volunteers 

Organizer: Bruce Duncan 519- 
622-4709 


Thursday, December 29, 7:30 p.m. 

Plant Study Group 

Location: Gage Park Depot, 

(near Greenhouses), 

Hamilton. 

The Plant Study Group is an informal 
meeting of those interested in plants and 
who wish to share ideas and leam more 
about this fascinating aspect of the natural 
world. Whether a beginner or a seasoned 
botanist, come out and enjoy the lively 
discussions. This month will feature: 

~ Tree identification in winter 

Organizer: Lyn Hanna-Folkes 
648-1945 


There -will not be a December meeting 

Conservation/Education 
Study Group 

Location: Rasberry House 
RBG Arboretum 
Old Guelph Rd. 

Dundas 

Follow signs to Rasberry House 
Come have fun and leam with us! Better 
yet, find out how to apply your new 
found knowledge to protect your favourite 
wetland, woodland or meadow. The 
group meets monthly to leam about topics 
relating to the protection of natural areas 
both here in Hamilton-Wentworth and 
beyond. The first half of the meeting 
takes the form of an informative 
presentation, followed by a discussion 
period. During the second half of the 
evening, participants will report on the 
many issues they are working on and seek 
ideas for new and better strategies to 
protect nature. This month will feature: 
— check the January Wood Duck for the 
January meeting date and topic. 

Organizer: Brian McHattie 905-627- 
3499 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday December 26 

Hamilton Christmas Bird Count 
This continent-wide event has been an 
annual tradition for many years for local 
birders. It also provides useful data on 
wintering bird populations. If you have 
participated previously, contact Mark to 
confirm your territory. New counters are 
welcome. 

Compiler: Mark Jennings 335-5210 

Sunday January 1 10:00 a.m. 

New Tear's Walk in the Valley 
This year we will explore the new 
Escarpment Rail Trail running from 
Limeridge Road to Wentworth Street. 
Meet at Bemie Arbour parking lot, comer 
of Limeridge and Upper Kenilworth. 
Leaders: Don McLean 664-8796 
John Struger 547-5116 

Sunday January 8 

Winter Duck Count 
This is part of a Lake-wide waterfowl 
census on Lake Ontario. Our area covers 
from Bronte Harbour to Fifty Point. 
Confirm your participation with George. 
Compiler: George Naylor 575-9016 


The November WOOD DUCK was 
assembled and mailed by: 

Jo Harschnitz 
Norm Pomfret 
Norm Ralston 
Doris Rundle 
Maria Sedgwick 
Jim and Jean Stollard 
Phyllis Vair 

Thanks everyone! 



The Hamilton Naturalists' Club promotes public interest in the study, conservation and appreciation of our natural 
heritage. Meetings are held monthly from September to May inclusive and visitors are always welcome. 

Outdoor field events are scheduled for every month and a complete listing for the entire season may be obtained 
from the Membership Director, The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is a registered charitable organization and all 
donations above the regular membership fee are tax deductible. 

1994-95 Membership Fees: 


Life Member.$350.00 

Active Member.20.00 

Active Senior Member.17.00 

Joint Members.30.00 

Joint Senior Members.25.00 

Family Membership.35.00 

Student Member.10.00 

Corresponding Member.15.00 

Junior Nats.30.00 

Junior Nats-each additional child.20.00 

Honorary Life Member.None 


H N C BOARD OF DIRECTORS 1994-95 


Past President: 


Conservation: 


John Struger 

547-5116 

Brian McHattie 

627-3499 

President: 


Sancturay: 


Margaret Walton 

627-7361 

John Fischer 

Days 336-4961 




Eves 643-3837 

Vice-President: 


Education: 


Brian Burgon 

648-6153 

Lyn Hanna-Folkes 

648-1945 

Secretary: 


Program: 


Lina Radziunas 

765-8980 

Paul Charlebois 

334-4499 

Treasurer: 


Field Events: 


Betty Blashill 

664-8796 

Brian Wylie 

627-4601 

Membership: 


Publicity and Jr. Naturalists: 

Wolfgang Luft 

681-2276 

Roslynne Price 

681-2276 

Wood Duck Editor: 


Social: 


Jean Stollard 

634-3538 

Doris Rundle 

561-8333 


THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club and is produced by volunteer 
members of the Club. THE WOOD DUCK is published nine times yearly from September to May inclusive and 
it is mailed free to members. 

Contributions for publication are most welcome and should be addressed to the Editor: Jean Stollard, 457-7 
Woodview Road., Burlington ON L7N 2Z9. Articles word processed on computer disk in IBM format while 
appreciated, are not necessary. Deadline for receipt of material is the first of the month preceding publication 
date. Articles may be reprinted without permission but credit lines must be included. Articles in the WOOD 
DUCK reflect the views of the authors and are not necessarily the views endorsed by the Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club 

Send noteworthy bird records to: Rob Dobos, 178 Cedarbrae Ave„ Waterloo, ON N2S 4L3 
The WOOD DUCK is printed on re-cycled paper. 














